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What are Marginals?  This group of plants grows happily in several inches of water 
or in the muddy area at the water’s edge. 

       Marginal Plants  
 

Acorus calamus     Sweet Flag 
 c. ‘Variegata’     Variegated Sweet Flag 
 g. ‘Ogon’     Ogon Japanese Sweet Flag 
Butomus umbellatus     Flowering Rush  
Caltha palustris     Marsh Marigold 
 p. 'Double Gold    Double Gold Marsh Marigold 
Equisetum hyamele     Horsetail Rush 
Eriophorum angustifolium    Cotton Grass 
Euphorbia palustris     Spurge 
Glyceria m. ‘Variegata’    Variegated Manna Grass 
Houttuynia c. ‘Chameleon’    Chameleon Houttuynia 
Iris pseudocorus     Yellow Flag of Water Iris 
 p. ‘Variegata’     Variegated Water Iris 
 versicolor     American Blue Flag 
 Louisiana Hybrids    Louisiana Iris 
Juncus effusa      Common Rush 
 e. ‘Unicorn’     Unicorn Spiral Rush 
 glauca      Blue Rush 
Menyanthus trifoliatus    Bog Bean 
Myosotis scorpioides     Water Forget-me-not 
Pontederia cordata     Pickeral Weed 
Ranunculus flammula    Spearwort Buttercup 
Sagittaria latifolia     Arrowhead 
Saururus cernus     Lizard’s Tail 
 chinensis     Chinese Lizard’s Tail 
Scirpus americanus     Three Square Rush 
 albescens     White Rush 
 t. ‘Zebrina’     Zebra Rush     
Spartina p. ‘Aurea marginata’   Cord Grass 
Typha angustifolia     Narrow-leaved Cattail 
 minima      Miniature Cattail 
What are Bog Plants?  These are plants that grow in the moist soil at the water’s 
edge, but not permanently submerged in water.  Many other moisture loving plants grow 



in ordinary garden soil, but reach their full potential from the benefit of constantly 
available moisture but may need some drainage. 
 
 

Bog and other Waterside Plants 
 
Perennials for moist soils: 
Ajuga reptans and cultivars    Bugleweed 
Aruncus dioicus     Goat’s Beard 
Astilbe species and cultivars    Meadowsweet of False Spirea 
Eupatorium fistulosum    Joe Pye Weed 
Filipendula purpurea     Meadowsweet 
Hemerocallis cultivars    Day Lilies 
Hibiscus moscheutos & cvs.    Giant Hibiscus or Rose Mallow 
Hosta cultivars     Plantain Lily 
Iris kaempferi and cvs    Japanese Iris 

siberica cultivars    Siberian Iris 
Ligularia species and cultivars   Ligularia 
Lobelia cardinalis     Cardinal Flower 
Lysimachia nummalaria aurea   Golden Moneywort 
 ciliata ‘Firecracker’    Firecracker Fringed Loosestrife 
 punctata ‘Alexander’    Alexandeer Variegated Loosestrife  
 clethroides     Gooseneck Loosestrife 
Peltaphyllum peltatum    Umbrella Plant 
Petasites japonica ‘Gigantea’    Japanese Butterbur 
 x ‘Hybrida’     Hybrid Butterbur 
Polygonum bistorta     Fleeceflower 
Primula japonica     Japanese Primrose 
Rodgersia species     Rodgersia 
Verbena hastata     Blue Vervain 
Vernonia noveboracensis    Ironweed 
 
Ferns for moist soils: 
Adiantum pedatum     Maidenhair Fern 
Athyrium filix-femina     Lady Fern 
 thelypteroides     Silvery Spleenwort 
Matteuccia pensylvanica    Ostrich Fern 
Onoclea sensibilis     Sensitive Fern 
Osmunda cinnamomea    Cinnamon Fern 
 regalis      Regal Fern 
 
Shrubs for moist soils: 
Aronia arbutifolia and cultivars   Red Chokeberry 
 melanocarpa and cultivars   Black Chokeberry 



Azalea arborescens     Sweet Azalea 
 periclymenoides    Pinxterbloom Azalea 
 vaseyi      Pinkshell Azalea 
 viscosum     Swamp Azalea 
Calycanthus floridus and cultivars   Sweetshrub 
Cephalanthus occidentalis    Buttonbush 
Clethra alnifolia     Summersweet 
Cornus  alba and cultivars    Siberian Dogwood 
 amomum     Silky Dogwood 
 sericea and cultivars    Osier Dogwood 
Hamamelis vernalis     Vernal Witch Hazel 
 virginiana     Common Witch Hazel 
Hypericum kalmianum    Kalm’s St. Johnswort 
Ilex verticillata and cultivars    Winterberry 
Itea virginica and cultivars    Sweetspire 
Lindera benzoin     Spicebush 
Magnolia virginiana     Sweetbay Magnolia 
Salix species      Willow 
Sambucus canadensis     Elderberry 
Vaccinum corymbosum    Highbush Blueberry 
Viburnum cassinoides    Withrod Viburnum 
 dentatum     Arrowwood Viburnum 
 nudum      Possumhaw Viburnum 
 trilobum     American Cranberry Viburnum 
 
 
Trees for moist areas: 
Acer rubrum      Swamp Red Maple 
 saccharinum     Silver Maple 
Aesculus glabra     Ohio Buckeye 
 octandra     Yellow Buckeye 
Alnus species      Alder 
Betula nigra      River Birch 
Carya cordiformis     Bitternut Hickory 
 illinoinensis     Hardy Pecan 
 lacinosa     Shellbark Hickory 
 ovata      Shagbark Hickory 
Chamaecyparis thyoides and cultivars  Eastern White Cedar 
Larix species      Larch 
Nyssa sylvatica     Sour Gum 
Quercus bicolor     Swamp White Oak 
    michauxii     Swamp Chestnut Oak 

   palustris     Pin Oak 
Salix species      Willow 
Taxodium distichum & cvs.    Bald Cypress                


